Bronchobiliary fistula secondary to biliary lithiasis. Treatment by endoscopic sphincterotomy.
Bronchobiliary fistula is a rare condition, defined by the presence of a passage between the biliary tract and the bronchial tree. Many conditions can give rise to the development of such a communication. Biliary lithiasis is one of those and is perhaps the one most amenable to endoscopic management. We describe a case of bronchobiliary fistula secondary to the development of choledocholithiasis in a cholecystectomized patient. The clinical suspicion was raised by the presence of bilioptosis (bile-stained sputum), and the diagnosis established by endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography. The patient was submitted to endoscopic sphincterotomy and stone extraction, achieving frank clinical alleviation. This case gives us the chance to review bronchobiliary fistulas secondary to biliary lithiasis, placing particular emphasis on the opportunities of endoscopic management.